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This publication provides the Cabinet paper and associated minute of decision for Cabinet’s 
May 2026 decision to approve the deployment of personnel to the United Nations Command 
on the Korean peninsula. This is part of Operation MONITOR.  
 
 
 
The pack comprises the following documents: 

• Cabinet paper Mandate Renewal for New Zealand’s Contributions to the United Nations 
Command on the Korean Peninsula [FPS-26-SUB-0011] 

• Cabinet minute Mandate Renewal for New Zealand’s Contributions to the United Nations 
Command on the Korean Peninsula [FPS-26-MIN-0011]. 

 
This pack has been released on the Ministry of Defence website, available at: 
www.defence.govt.nz/publications. 
 
 
 
It has been necessary to withhold certain information in accordance with the following provisions of the 
Official Information Act 1982. Where information is withheld, the relevant sections of the Act are 
indicated in the body of the document. Information is withheld where making it available would be 
likely to prejudice the security or defence of New Zealand or the international relations of the 
Government of New Zealand [section 6(a)]. 
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FPS-26-MIN-0011

Cabinet Foreign Policy and 
National Security 
Committee
Minute of Decision

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Mandate Renewal for New Zealand's Contributions to the United Nations
Command on the Korean Peninsula

Portfolios Foreign Affairs/ Defence

On 19 May 2026, the Cabinet Foreign Policy and National Security Committee:

1 noted that, under the Operation MONITOR mandate, New Zealand currently deploys:

1.1 six personnel to the United Nations Command (UNC);

1.2 six personnel to the UNC Military Armistice Commission;

1.3 three rotational deployments to the UNC Honor Guard;

1.4 two rotational deployments of an Army platoon; and 

1.5 one public affairs officer to the Korean Peninsula; 

2 noted that the mandate for the New Zealand Defence Force’s (NZDF’s) support to the UNC
will expire on 30 September 2026; 

3 noted that the overall operational threat to NZDF personnel deployed to the Republic of 
Korea is assessed by NZDF as  

4 agreed that the strategic objectives for New Zealand’s contribution to the UNC are as 
defined in paragraph 19 of the paper under FPS-26-SUB-0011; 

5 approved the deployment of six personnel to the UNC, and six personnel to the UNC 
Military Armistice Commission;

6 approved up to two rotational deployments of the Army platoon to support the UNC for up 
to 90 days, with options to provide fewer rotations as other Indo-Pacific Army deployment 
opportunities arise; 

7 approved the establishment of a UNC-Rear position in Yokota Air Base, Japan; 

8 authorised the Chief of Defence Force to approve the surge deployment of up to six 
personnel for up to 90 days at one time;
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FPS-26-MIN-0011
9 approved the extension of the Operation MONITOR mandate, including all roles and surge 

deployments, from 1 October 2026 until 30 September 2028; 

10 noted that the total estimated cost of the deployment is $9.846 million, with $2.973 million 
costed for the 2026/27 financial year, $5.064 million costed for the 2027/28 financial year, 
and $1.809 million costed for the 2028/29 financial year;

11 noted that the above decisions can be fully funded from unallocated funding available 
within the Vote Defence Force Operations Contributing to New Zealand’s Security, Stability
and Interests Multi-Category Appropriation.

Jenny Vickers
Committee Secretary

Present: Officials present from:
Rt Hon Christopher Luxon
Hon David Seymour
Rt Hon Winston Peters (Chair)
Hon Mark Mitchell 
Hon Todd McClay
Hon Chris Penk
Hon Nicola Grigg

Office of the Prime Minister
Office of the Chair of FPS
Office of the Minister of Defence
Officials Committee for FPS
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internationally wrongful act through its contribution to this mission. The HRRA was 
informed by the nature of the operations undertaken by the UNC and UNCMAC, its 
historical human rights record, and the specifics of the roles undertaken by NZDF 
personnel. The HRRA determined that there is a negligible likelihood of the NZDF 
knowingly contributing to an internationally wrongful act.  

Consultation 

40. This paper was jointly prepared by the Ministry of Defence, the NZDF and the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade. The views of the Government Communications 
Security Bureau, the New Zealand Security Intelligence Service, and Treasury have been 
reflected in the paper. The Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet (National 
Security Group and Policy Advisory Group) was informed of the advice in this paper. 

Next Steps – Communications and Proactive Release 

41. Officials recommend that Cabinet’s decision on the future of the NZDF’s support to 
the UNC be announced before this mandate term concludes on 30 September 2026. If 
Cabinet elects to conclude New Zealand’s commitment, partners will be advised in due 
course and all NZDF personnel will withdraw by 30 November 2026.  

42. Defence’s delivery against the strategic objectives approved by Cabinet will be 
monitored and assessed, through internal processes, throughout the lifecycle of the 
deployment. Ministers will be updated on the outcomes of these assessments periodically.  

43. The Ministry of Defence will proactively release this paper in due course, subject 
to redactions as appropriate under the Official Information Act 1982. 

Recommendations 

The Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Defence recommend that the Committee: 

1. Note that New Zealand currently deploys six personnel to the United Nations 
Command, six personnel to the United Nations Command Military Armistice 
Commission, three rotational deployments to the United Nations Command Honor 
Guard, two rotational deployments of an Army platoon, and one public affairs officer 
to the Korean Peninsula under the Operation MONITOR mandate;  

2. Note that the mandate for the NZDF’s support to the United Nations Command will 
expire on 30 September 2026; 

3. Note that the overall operational threat to NZDF personnel deployed to the Republic 
of Korea is assessed by NZDF as

4. Agree that the strategic objectives for New Zealand’s contribution to the United 
Nations Command are as defined in paragraph 19 above;  

5. Agree to: 
EITHER 
Option One: Rebalance New Zealand’s contribution (Recommended) 
6. Approve the deployment of six personnel to the United Nations Command, and six 

personnel to the United Nations Command Military Armistice Commission; 
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7. Approve up-to two rotational deployments of the Army platoon to support the 
United Nations Command for up-to 90 days, with options to provide less rotations 
as other Indo-Pacific Army deployment opportunities arise; 

8. Approve the establishment of a United Nations Command-Rear position in Yokota 
Air Base, Japan; 

9. Agree to delegate authority to the Chief of Defence Force to approve the surge 
deployment of up-to six personnel for up-to 90 days at one time. 

10. Approve the extension of the Operation MONITOR mandate, including all roles 
and surge deployments, from 1 October 2026 until 30 September 2028; 

11. Note the total estimated cost of the deployment is $9.846 million, with $2.973 
million costed for financial year 2026/27, $5.064 million costed for financial year 
2027/28, and $1.809 million costed for financial year 2028/29. 

12. Note this option can be fully funded from unallocated funding available within the 
Vote Defence Force: Operations Contributing to New Zealand’s Security, Stability 
and Interests MCA.  

OR 
Option Two: Withdraw (Not Recommended) 
13. Agree to the conclusion of all rotational deployments by the end of the mandate, 

on 30 September 2026; 
14. Agree to extend the mandate for New Zealand’s 12 existing roles in the United 

Nations Command and the United Nations Command Military Armistice 
Commission by two months from 1 October 2026 until 30 November 2026; 

15. Note the total estimated cost to withdraw NZDF support from the United Nations 
Command by 30 November is $0.532 million in financial year 2026/27. 

16. Note this option can be fully funded from unallocated funding available within the 
Vote Defence Force: Operations Contributing to New Zealand’s Security, Stability 
and Interests MCA. 

 

 

Authorised for lodgement 

 

 

 

Rt Hon Winston Peters Hon Christopher Penk  

MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS  MINISTER OF DEFENCE 
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ANNEX A: FINANCIAL TABLES 
 

Option One: Rebalance New Zealand’s contributions (Recommended) 
 
 $ million 

Vote Defence Force: Operations 
Contributing to New Zealand’s Security, 
Stability and Interests MCA 

2026/27 2027/28 2028/29 Total 

Option One: Rebalance New Zealand’s 
contributions 

2.973 5.064 1.809 9.846 

 
Option Two: Withdraw (Not Recommended) 
 
 $ million 

Vote Defence Force: Operations 
Contributing to New Zealand’s Security, 
Stability and Interests MCA 

2026/27 2027/28 2028/29 Total 

Option Two: Withdraw  0.532 - - 0.532 
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