




 

 

 

 

Background Briefing: AUKUS Pillar II – Washington 2025 (request for item)  

Key messages 

 New Zealand is committed to working with the US and our other key security partners on 

the common objective of ensuring a secure, stable, and resilient Indo-Pacific, and an 

effective rules-based international system*. 

 For that reason, we have welcomed AUKUS as an initiative to enhance regional security 

and stability. 

 New Zealand Defence and Foreign Affairs officials are working with AUKUS partners to 

determine where there may be potential opportunities for us to participate in Pillar II 

projects for mutual benefit and where we can add value. 

  

 

 

 We will be looking for where commercial opportunities may exist, as they relate to Pillar 

II. 

 We are grateful for our engagements with AUKUS partners, these engagements have 

been helpful for understanding how we might develop  in the context of 

AUKUS Pillar II. 

 Cabinet will decide whether New Zealand will participate in Pillar II in due course; no 

decision has been made yet. 

 We haven’t yet set a timeframe for a decision as this requires ongoing discussion with 

the AUKUS members. In this context we’re very interested in your review and current 

thinking on AUKUS. 

 

Background 

1. New Zealand engagement with AUKUS partners,  is 

continuing.  

 

 

2.  

 

 

 

 

3.  

 

 the US review will be completed “in the fall” 
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4.  

 

 

5. Ongoing clear communication both publicly and to AUKUS members on the deliberate, 

considered approach New Zealand is following  

about whether New Zealand will decide to commit to being part of the AUKUS construct. 
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