
 

 
 
10 June 2026 
 

 
RESPONSE TO YOUR OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT REQUEST 
On 18 May, you emailed the New Zealand Defence Force (NZDF) in which you requested, 
pursuant to the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act), the following information: 

All post activity reports, and all briefs provided to executive leadership and/or ministers 
arising from the following activities: 

• A visit to New Zealand by Chief of Space Operations for the United States Space 
Force, General B. Chance Saltzman during May 2026. 

• Exercise Balikatan 2026 
• Exercise Sea Dragon 2026 
• Joint Heads of Pacific Security (JHoPS) meeting, during April 2026 
• Combined Space Operations (CSpO) Initiative Principals' Board Meeting, during 

April 2026 
Further, answers to the following questions: 
What was the New Zealand Defence Force's involvement in the following exercises, if 
any? 

• Maritime Big Play 2026 
• Exercise Bamboo Eagle 2026 
• Exercise Red Flag 2026 

On 19 May, the NZDF transferred part of your request relating to Ex Balikatan to the Ministry 
of Defence: 

Part of your request relating to Ex BALIKATAN has been transferred to the Ministry of 
Defence, as the information you have requested is believed to be held by that 
agency.  

In scope of this transfer is the following joint Ministerial briefing, which is enclosed: 

• Briefing: Exercise Kauri Bond: New Zealand Army Participation in two Philippines-
Based Exercises, 26 March 2026. 

Other information held by the NZDF relating to Ex Balikatan will be addressed by that agency 
in their response. 
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