
Proactively Released Defence Documents 

© Crown Copyright, Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) 

HON Chris Penk, MINISTER OF DEFENCE 
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May 2026 

 

This publication provides documents on Cabinet’s 10 March 2026 decision to renew the 
mandate for New Zealand’s contribution to the Multinational Force and Observers (MFO).  

 

The pack comprises the following documents: 

• the redacted Cabinet minute of decision: Mandate Renewal for New Zealand’s 
Contribution to the Multinational Force and Observers [FPS-26-MIN-0007] 

• the redacted Cabinet paper: Mandate Renewal for New Zealand’s Contribution to the 
Multinational Force and Observers [FPS-26-SUB-0007] 

 

This pack has been released on the Ministry of Defence website, available at: 
www.defence.govt.nz/publications. 

 

It has been necessary to withhold certain information in accordance with the following provisions of the 
Official Information Act 1982. Where information is withheld, the relevant sections of the Act are 
indicated in the body of the document. Where information has been withheld in accordance with 
section 9(2) of the Act, no public interest has been identified that would outweigh the reasons for 
withholding it. 

Information is withheld where making it available would be likely to prejudice: 

• the security or defence of New Zealand or the international relations of the Government of New 
Zealand [section 6(a)] 

• the entrusting of information to the Government of New Zealand on the basis of confidence by the 
Government of any other country [section 6(b)(i)] 

• the entrusting of information to the Government of New Zealand on a basis of confidence by any 
international organisation [section 6(b)(ii)]. 

Information is also withheld in order to: 

• maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and frank expression of opinions 
by or between or to Ministers of the Crown or members of an organisation or officers and 
employees of any department or organisation in the course of their duty [section 9(2)(g)(i)]. 

 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://www.defence.govt.nz/publications
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R E S T R I C T E D
FPS-26-MIN-0007

10 noted that the deployment is estimated to increase the value of the Veterans' support 
entitlement by $4.435 million, and that this can be funded within the existing unallocated 
baseline for Vote Defence Force Appropriation “Service Cost - Veteran's Entitlement”.

Sam Moffett
Committee Secretary

Present: Officials present from:
Rt Hon Christopher Luxon
Hon David Seymour
Rt Hon Winston Peters (Chair)
Hon Nicola Willis
Hon Judith Collins KC
Hon Todd McClay
Hon Nicola Grigg

Office of the Prime Minister
Office of the Chair
Office of Hon Judith Collins KC
Officials Committee for FPS
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