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Key Points

e The AUKUS arrangement is a trilateral advanced military technology partnership
between Australia, the United Kingdom and the United States.

e The initial focus of AUKUS, referred to as Pillar One, is to deliver a conventionally
armed nuclear-powered submarine capability to Australia. (]/

e AUKUS Pillar Two concerns the development of a range of advanced non-nuclear
military technologies, with the objective of gaining and harnessing the strategic q
advantages of these transformational technologies. Work under this Pillar currentb\
covers eight areas: undersea capabilities; quantum technologies; artificial intelligence
and autonomy; advanced cyber; hypersonic and counter-hypersonic capabili@
electronic warfare; innovation; and information sharing.

The AUKUS partners have

s6(b)(i)
ave also undertaken work with their respective research and i

e New Zealand Ministers and officials have confirmed with the AU
publicly) that New Zealand is interested in exploring what AT
offer or mean, on a no commitments basis. Any New Zs

JS partners (and
Pillar Two might
and involvement in Pillar
Two may present opportunities for New Zealand’s re and industry

communities.

e As with other areas of AUKUS Pj
may engage with any AUKUS 0]
structures and working arran

s\ , details on how researchers and industry
2cts will become clearer as the AUKUS Pillar Two
nts mature.

sé(a), s9(2)(g)(i)

o Officials are avaiiable to provide additional briefings.

Recomm@ctions:

a) Nete opportunities for New Zealand’s research community and industry under No
A S Pillar Two remain uncertain.

b %te officials are continuing to analyse opportunities for New Zealand under No

KUS Pillar Two.
Refer this briefing to the Minister of Research, Science and Innovation and the No
@ Minister of Foreign Affairs for their information.
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AUKUS: Strategic cooperation on advanced technologies

1. Announced in September 2021, the AUKUS arrangement between Australia, the United
Kingdom and the United States is a military and security technology partnership focused

on advanced capabilities.

2. The AUKUS partnership has two focused lines of effort: q

a. Pillar One: delivering a conventionally armed nuclear-powered submarine capability
to Australia; and

b. Pillar Two: accelerating the joint development and application of non-nuc 0
advanced military capabilities.

3.  Pillar Two currently consists of eight key areas: undersea capabilities; 09
technologies; artificial intelligence (Al) and autonomy; advanced ¢ bx ersonic and

counter-hypersonic capabilities; electronic warfare; innovation; an rmation sharing.

The AUKUS partners are increasingly focused on advancing Pill o, establishing
working groups for the capability areas and holding a trial of Al-enhanced drone
systems.

New Zealand engagement on Pillar Two 5\0

4. With the next steps for Pillar One now confirmed, s6(a), s6(b)(i)

s6(a), s6(b)(i)

AUKUS partners have already drawn
on their research and industry communities: the press release for the inaugural AUKUS

' See AUKUS Leaders’ announcement of 14 March 2023.
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Al and Autonomy trial held in April 20232 listed four industry participants: Blue Bear and
Frazer-Nash Consultancy (UK) as well as Boeing and Insitu (Australia).

2 For further information, see UK Press Release World first as UK hosts inaugural AUKUS Al and Autonomy trial.
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