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HON Judith Collins KC, MINISTER OF DEFENCE 

Update on the NZDF’s Maritime Security Commitments in the Middle 
East 

October 2025 

This Note to Minister advises the Minister of Defence that the deployment of a Mine 
Countermeasures Task Unit to the Middle East in support of Maritime security, as previously 
approved by Cabinet, is no longer viable. 

The pack comprises the following document: 

 Note to Minister Update on the NZDF’s Maritime Security Commitments in the Middle 
East.  

This pack has been released on the Ministry of Defence website, available at: 
www.defence.govt.nz/publications/update-on-the-nzdf-s-maritime-security-commitments-in-
the-middle-east. 

 

It has been necessary to withhold certain information in accordance with the following 
provisions of the Official Information Act 1982. Where information is withheld, the relevant 
sections of the Act are indicated in the body of the document 

Information is withheld where making it available would be likely to prejudice: 

 the security or defence of New Zealand or the international relations of the Government 
of New Zealand [section 6(a)] 

 the entrusting of information to the Government of New Zealand on a basis of confidence 
by the Government of any other country or any agency of such a Government 
[section 6(b)(i)] 

Further information is withheld to: 

 maintain the constitutional conventions for the time being which protect the confidentiality 
of advice tendered by Ministers of the Crown and officials [section 9(2)(f)(iv)] 
 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://www.defence.govt.nz/publications
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